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Dear all,
The autumn semester is a time for grant awards and denials, and most of our researchers have experience with both
categories. UiB as a whole, however, has an excellent track record of being the university in Norway with most success
in its grant applications towards the EU, according to the Research Council of Norway. In this regard, it is a pleasure to
congratulate two of our researchers with being awarded grants through two different educational promotions from the
EU: Meg Veruki and Stein Ove Døskeland. Our congratulations!
Finally,  I  will  take  the  opportunity  to  promote  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Dentistry’s  enduring  focus  on  The  Medical
Student Research Program, a long-term and successful project which secures attractive PhD candidates for the Faculty.
This  autumn’s  announcements  of  PhD  positions  from  the  Faculty  demonstrate  the  importance of this program. In the
realities  of  the  budget  negotiations,  we  should  understand  the  Faculty’s  decision  to  prioritize  the candidates from the
Research Program in the recruitment process, but this is a temporary measure. The Medical Student Research Program
is a long-term strategical commitment and I encourage everyone to actively facilitate projects for candidates from this
program.

Sincerely,
Rolf K. Reed

New publications at the Department of Biomedicine
This list is a result of the PubMed query "Bergen & Biomedicine". If someone misses their
publications on the list, please send the link to it to the editor so it can be included in the next
newsletter.

Diabetic hyperglycemia reduces Ca2+ permeability of extrasynaptic AMPA receptors in AII amacrine cells.
Castilho A, Madsen E, Ambrosio AF, Veruki ML, Hartveit E.
J Neurophysiol. 2015 Jul 8:jn.00295.2015. doi: 10.1152/jn.00295.2015. [Epub ahead of print]
PMID: 26156384
Improving Genome Annotation of Enterotoxigenic Escherichia coli TW10598 by a Label-Free Quantitative MS/MS
Approach.
Pettersen VK, Steinsland H, Wiker HG.
Proteomics. 2015 Sep 9. doi: 10.1002/pmic.201500278. [Epub ahead of print]
PMID: 26349841
Microenvironment rigidity modulates responses to the HER2 receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitor lapatinib via YAP and
TAZ transcription factors.
Lin C, Pelissier FA, Zhang H, Lakins J, Weaver VM, Park C, LaBarge MA.
Mol Biol Cell. 2015 Sep 2. pii: mbc.E15-07-0456. [Epub ahead of print] PMID: 26337386
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New  Horizon  2020  “European  Training  Network”  at  the  Department  of  Biomedicine

In the eye of the observer:
Visual processing at the heart of the retina
Meg Veruki and Espen Hartveit at the Department of Biomedicine are partners in the successfully funded Horizon 2020
European Training Network (ETN)  “switchBoard”,  which  will  be  launched  on  Nov  01,  2015.  This  multipartner  training  
network consists of 7 academic partners, 1 non-profit research organisation, and 3 private sector partners with
research groups from 9 countries (UK, Netherlands, Italy, Austria, Switzerland, Israel, Germany, Norway). The network
is coordinated by the University of Tuebingen, Germany.
The ETN will provide an international, interdisciplinary platform to educate 15 young scientists at the interface of
neurobiology, information processing and neurotechnology with a focus on visual processing in the retina including
experimental neuroscience, vision/retina research in health and disease, theoretical / computational neuroscience,
neurotechnology and neuron-hardware interfaces, and opto-electronic engineering. One of the annual meetings for
the network will take place in Bergen in the summer of 2017.
(This  project  receives  funding  from  the  European  Union’s
Horizon  2020  research  and  innovation  programme  under  the  Marie  Skłodowska-Curie grant agreement No 674901.)

From TV2 to UiB
Rune Indrøy, former communication director at TV2, is employed as a senior
advisor at UiB and will work towards strengthening the cooperation with
diverse organizations and national and local authorities. The new university
strategy will also be on his work agenda.

UiB receives funds to restore the University Museum
40 million NOK in the revised national budget are allocated to restore the
University Museum in Bergen. If it is too long to wait till 2019, this autumn, you
will have the opportunity to  pay  a  visit  to  museum’s  former  residents  at  
Lagunen shopping mal (Norwegian only).

News from our Department Council
Relevant for this autumn’s grants is the resolution by the Department Council: a coverage agreement which will split
expenses 50-50 between departmental and research group budgets on projects which do not allow coverage
contribution/indirect costs (nulldekningsbidrag). In practice, this means a yearly expense of 60 000 NOK per employee,
at  today’s  rates,  which  will  be  financed  jointly  by  the  Department  and  the  research  group  the  project  belongs  to.

